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SPORTS 

Another fantastic sporting term for  JESS Jumeirah 
The Autumn term is always action packed with sport and physical activity. And this year was 
no different with over 200 children representing the school in competitive sport. The addition 
of  Mr Statham to the PE department and support from Rosso and Adam in curriculum les-
sons as well as swim squads has meant even better teacher-pupil ratios ensuring all the children 
are getting the attention they deserve.  So here is a summary of  what went on. 
 

A few words from Mr Statham . . .  
So far, I've had a really busy and exciting first term at JESS, I can't believe it's Christmas al-
ready! It seems like only yesterday I was getting lost in the playground and meeting everyone 
for the first time. 
I have to say, I'm really glad I joined JESS,  
it's great to work with so many talented  
pupils with a real passion for sport and  
learning. After so much success for JESS  
in 2011, it's hard to pick my best moment  
so far, the Year 6 BSAK tournament and  
the Swim League Finals were both amazing.  
Another highlight of  the term so far has  
been my Year 3 Football team making it to  
the Trophy Competition. After a tough start  
to the season, the team worked so hard in  
training and all the hard work paid off, well  
done guys. I hope that 2012 brings even more  
success to JESS, and more importantly, I hope  
everyone continues to enjoy taking part along the way.  



Last Year we introduced house matches to 
JESS Jumeirah. To signal the culmination of  
the term each year group divides up into 
their houses to compete against each other in 
a football tournament (boys) and a netball 
tournament (girls). 
 
Each house has the opportunity to score 
points in each year group in both football 
and netball. The winning team of  the year 
group tournament is awarded four points, 
2nd place 3 points and so on.  

Then all the points from Years 3ñ6 are 
added together to give overall winners for 
the football and netball trophies.  
 
Saker walked away victorious with both 
the football and netball trophies for the 
second year in a row with Peregrine close  
behind.  Well done to everyone 

House 
Matches 

Position 

1st  2nd 3rd 4th 

Football SAKER PEREGRINE MERLIN  LANNER  

Netball SAKER 
MERLIN / 

PEREGRINE 
LANNER  

  



JUNIOR SPORTS LEADER AWARD 

Congratulations to our Junior Sports Leaders that gave up 

their time to help Year 3 and 4 improve their netball, swim-

ming and football. Each JSLA was given a modular program to 

follow including coaching, officiating and event organisation.  

OWEN  

WAKEHAM  

MILLIE  

MCMURRAY  

ALEXANDRA  

MURPHY  

JACOB  

CAMILLERI  

MARIA  

RISOTTO 

HARRY  

HILL  

SWIMMING  SWIMMING  FOOTBALL  

FOOTBALL  NETBALL  NETBALL  



The finals of the swim league took place at JESS Jumeirah on Thursday 17th Novem-

ber.  Six schools gathered at the poolside for an early warm up and the anticipation of an ex-

citing swim meet.  The line up as always was going to present some of the best competition 

in Dubai with teams from JAPS, Horizon, Ranches, DESS, Repton and of course JESS 

Jumeirah.  The opening Individual Medley races set the standard for the entire competition 

with excellent performances from 

Etienne Tillon and Tara Desai.  The 

Year 3 boys and girls had been training 

hard and we saw some of their best per-

formances over 25m.  The gala seemed 

to fly by and before long the final 

scores were being announced.  Once 

again JESS Jumeirah proudly collected 

the overall trophy with a stunning team 

performance from all swimmers.  We were also de-

lighted to win the year 4, 5 and 6 trophies. 
Final Scores 

1st JESS J      324pts 

2nd DESS       280pts 

3rd Ranches    247pts 

4th JAPS       215pts 

5th Repton     171pts 

6th Horizon    147pts 



After achieving such great success at the recent BSAK 
7õs in Abu Dhabi (A team were the eventual winners 
knocking out the B team in the Semi-finals), both Year 
6 Jumeirah rugby teams arrived at Dubai College in a 
confident mood, ready to hit the ground running with 
some tough opening fixtures. 
 
On the whole, it was a difficult day for the B team who 
faced some excellent opposition, losing to eventual 
winners English College and semi-finalists, Repton. 
Their best performance came in the opening game 
against JESS Ranches, a game that was played in excel-
lent spirit with ferocious tackling from both teams. 
Ranches finished the game narrow winners but were made to work for every try by the tenacious Jumeirah 
team. Credit must go to the B team as JESS Jumeirah were the only school in the competition to field two 
teams, showing the strength and quality of players at the school. 
 
Mr. Firthõs A team enjoyed a very successful day at the tournament, winning all their group games against Jebel 
Ali, DESS and BSAK - who they narrowly beat in the BSAK 7õs final the previous week. Finishing top of their 
pool, JESS now faced a tough Semi-final against Repton. Strong play from the JESS forwards including some 
outstanding tackles from Harry Hughes and Harvey Bullock ensured a safe passage to the final.  
The tournament final was played at an outstanding pace, with both teams demonstrating a skill level well be-
yond their years. English College proved to be an excellent team, using strong running forwards to suck in 
players, creating space for their fast running backs. With English College leading 19-7 with one minute remain-
ing, JESS scored an outstanding try, finished by Harvey Bullock, taking the score to 19-14 with time almost up! 
A high restart put English College under immediate pressure, forcing a knock on, the result, a 5m scrum to 
JESS with the referee deciding it was to be the final play. Sadly, JESS were unable to retain the scrum after a 
drive from the huge English College forwards and the final whistle sounded giving English College a deserved 
win. 
 
Each player deserves credit for their commitment, attitude 
and skill, well done to everyone. 
 
A- Team player of the tournament: Nic Zwager 
B- Team player of the tournament: George Gunn  
 
A- Team  
Owen Wakeham, Robbie Alexander, Luke Baerschmidt, 
Harry Hughes, Grant Davidson, Finlay Keegan, Jamie 
MacKinnon, Harvey Bullock, Nic Zwager, David Hunt, Al-
istair Caddick 
 
B- Team 
Matthew Wane, Matthew Harvey, James Fisher, David Jaap, 
Finn Holtby, Charlie Burke, Russell Cross, Oliver McCrum, George Gunn, Tomos Roberts  



After a quick drive through to Abu Dhabi, Jess Jumeirah 

arrived with two strong teams to take part in their first 

ever visit to the annual BSAK tournament.  

 

The White team started things off with a bang, winning 

comfortably against BSAK 2, playing some excellent 

running rugby and showing confidence with the ball.  

The Blue team kicked off the tournament with a very 

tough fixture against BSAK 1. Despite an outstanding 

defensive performance, the strong BSAK team finished 

the game with a score of 4-0.   

 

In game 2, the White team continued their winning ways, beating a very spirited JESS Ranches team, 

who made JESS Jumeirah work hard for every point. Again, clever play in the backs proved to be the dif-

ference, the space was again provided by strong close running from the big JESS forward pack. The Blue 

team managed to emulate the success of the White team, beating local school, Al Yasmina, without con-

ceding a try.  

 

With the White team winning their group and the Blues fin-

ishing second in their group, an all Jess Jumeirah Semi-

Final was on the cards. With both teams desperate to pro-

gress, the game was played at an outstanding intensity, with 

both teams tackling hard and playing with pace. With the 

score reading 2-0 at half time to the Whites, Jess Blue came 

out firing at the start of the second half, making the score 2-

1 with only 5 minutes left to play. With the game hanging in 

the balance, some strong running by the eventual player of 

the tournament, Harvey Bullock, proved to be the difference 

as the White team eventually won 4-1 after scoring from 

two more well worked moves. 

 

With the Blue team in full support, the White squad prepared to contest the final against the hosting team, 

BSAK 1. With both teams playing well, BSAK raced to an early lead after a well worked try down the 

wing. Jess replied quickly thanks to some strong running forward play, and eventually went into the 

break leading 2-1. Another fantastic try proved to be enough as JESS eventually won the final 3-1. As 

mentioned earlier, played of the tournament was awarded to White team captain, Harvey Bullock. 

 

Credit should go to every single player who attended this event. The sportsmanship, teamwork and over-

all dedication were a joy to be a part of, well done everyone.  A special mention should also go to the 

players from Year 5 (Sam Gant, Alex House, Sebastian Snaas and George Boon) who all played up one 

age group and could have easily been mistaken for Year 6 players! 

 

Blue Team 

Matthew Harvey, James Fisher, David Jaap, Finn Holtby, Charlie Burke, Russell Cross, Oliver McCrum, 

George Gunn, Tomos Roberts, George Boon, Sebastian Snaas, Alex House, Sam Gant. 

 

White Team 

Matthew Wane, Robbie Alexander, Luke Baerschmidt, Harry Hughes, Grant Davidson, Finlay Keegan, 

Jamie MacKinnon, Harvey Bullock, Nic Zwaager, Etienne Tillon David Hunt, Alistair Caddick. 



Four teams made the journey to Abu 

Dhabi for the BSAK netball tournament. 

Three teams were competing in the 

U11's and one in the U9's.  The U11 'C' 

team was in fact made of year 5's who 

we decided would enjoy the experi-

ence!  Their first game was against our 'A' team which was a bit tough first thing in the 

morning.  However, after that they played some fantastic netball and finished 5th in the 

whole competition.  The A and B team looked strong all day with some really pleasing wins 

and some great team work.  It was a very proud moment when both teams won their semi-

finals even though it meant they would play each other in the final.  The 'B' team fought 

hard and almost levelled the score just after half time but the 'A' team were the winners on 

the day.  Well done to Isabelle Lynagh who was player of the tournament.  The U9 team are 

a real talented bunch but they have yet to play many competitive games.  Friday was their 

first tournament and they played like real professionals.  They passed the ball with great ac-

curacy and were able to play a number of positions throughout the day.  They remain un-

beaten and we are really looking 

forward to their league games 

which start this week. 



On Thursday 25th November two very excited 

Year 5 netball teams made the journey to 

DESC for a tournament. 

  

The A team was up against JPS, Jebel Ali, 

RDS and a DESS B whilst the B team had to 

play DESS A, JESS Ranches, Horizon and 

WIS. 

  

The B team started well just losing to Ranches 

2-1, they then played superbly to beat WIS 4-

0.  Horizon played strongly to beat the B team 

and DESS A were also strong.  However, the 

team ended up playing in a very close and dra-

matic plate semi-final against Jebel Ali.  We scored in the first half and hoped we could hang on for just 6 

more mins.  Jebel Ali fought back strongly and scored the winning goal with the last throw of the ball.  A 

good day for the B team. 

  

The A team have been training hard and had beaten Ranches in a fabulous league game earlier in the 

week.  They took each game in their stride, passing the ball well down court and consistent shooting from 

GA and GS meant they topped their group.  In the semi-final they met Ranches again.  It was a tight 

game, we seemed to have all the possession and the shots just wouldn't go in.  Ranches shooting was out-

standing but we just pipped them 4-3.  The final was against JPS and with everyone watching including 

the boys and some fabulous cheerleading from Ranches the girls just turned on the magic.  Their passing 

was superb and the shooting was flawless.  A fantastic afternoon and the first trophy of the season for the 

year 5's. 

  

JESS Jumeirah hosted the first Year 4 tourna-

ment of the season.  Twelve teams from around 

Dubai came to join in the fun.  For girls playing 

in their first tournament the standard was ex-

tremely high and all teams played well.  The 

JESS Jumeirah B team had a tough group with 

only A teams to play.  They managed to beat JPS 

and just lost 2-1 to Ranches.  The A team played 

confidently all day and went comfortably 

through to the semi �±finals. The game was 

evenly fought with JESS coming through as the 

winners over Jebel Ali.  The final was against 

Horizon. Both teams played well with some ex-

cellent shooting.  JESS were the eventual win-

ners with an outstanding team performance.. 


